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150th Anniversary Celebration   

Unassuming Will H Ogilvie was arguably the finest poet the Borders has ever produced, 
Scott and Hogg included. This year is the 150th anniversary of the poet’s birth and the Will. 
H. Ogilvie Memorial Trust’s intention is to make accessible his works to the wider community 
in both traditional and digital mediums allowing people, of all ages, to engage with and 
discover their poetic heritage in a variety of entertaining and memorable ways. 

Furthermore, it is hoped that the projects the Trust has planned to mark the anniversary will 
boost the local economy by bringing Ogilvie’s poetic descriptions of the beautiful and varied 
landscape of the Borderland to the notice of a wider public by attracting many to visit what 
is still a relatively undiscovered part of Scotland.                                                                                         

A range of events are being arranged to mark this special year. 

The Trust are reproducing Ogilvie’s epic reiving ballad “Whaup o’ the Rede”. The original 
book, which has seven black and white illustrations by the celebrated Royal Academician 
Tom Scott, is now quite rare. There is only a limited number being reprinted and, due to 
grant funding, we are able to give a copy to Border libraries and schools. Individual copies 
will be sold on a subscription basis, priced £25. Anyone who would like to obtain a copy, and 
have their name on the list of subscribers are invited to indicate their interest to the 
Secretary or Chairman of the Trust.

A series of evenings of celebration and entertainment called “A Night WI’ Will” are being 
planned. These will be run in a similar way to a Burns supper and will give those attending a 
chance to experience the delights of Ogilvie’s life and work. Such is the interest in the poet 
that the first night at Ettrickbridge on 2 March is already sold out. The next evening is to be 
held at the Hawick Rugby Club rooms on 26 April. This is being run in conjunction with 
Hawick Archaeological Society and further details can be obtained from Evelyn Jackson          
evejax413369678@aol.com. Further nights are planned on 6 September at Gilknockie and 
26 October at Coldstream. It is also hoped to hold dinners in Duns and Kelso.

There are several events taking place in and around Kelso. On Friday 19 July a new 
memorial stone at Holefield, the poet’s birthplace will be unveiled by the Kelso Laddie. On 
the return from the next day’s Yetholm rideout, the main ride of Kelso Civic Week, the 
Laddie will unveil the new Will H Ogilvie Way street sign and at the end of the ride an 
Ogilvie poem will be recited in the Square, the plan being to henceforward make this 
innovation a feature of the annual event.

The highlight of the year will be the anniversary weekend. Friday 16 August will see the 
opening of a Will H Ogilvie exhibition at the Heritage Hub in Hawick and the launch of the 
reprinted “Whaup o’ The Rede”. This will be followed by a special performance of Well Road 
Production’s ‘Will’ in the Heart of Hawick theatre. On Saturday 17 August there will be a 
Gathering to witness the unveiling of the new memorial cairn at the top of Harden Glen near 
Hawick where the oration will be given by renowned orator, Ex-Langholm Cornet Billy 
Young. On Sunday 18 August there will be a church Service in Ashkirk Kirk.

mailto:evejax413369678@aol.com


Other projects planned include the reprinting of Ogilvie’s ‘Border Poems’ which will be 
distributed to libraries and schools in the Borders region. This has been funded thanks to the 
generosity of Hawick Callants Club. A new Ogilvie website is to be launched 
(www.whogilvie.co.uk) which will include updated details of events, a biography of the poet, 
new teaching materials for Secondary and Primary pupils, links to his poems and to online 
access of the Trust’s extensive library of original works and other memorabilia held at the 
Heritage Hub in Hawick. 

The Trust have been working alongside Midlothian & Borders Tag Trails to create an app 
which guides visitors on an Ogilvie Trail around the Borders. The app includes an audio 
guided tour, poetry and stories about the poet’s life and work. The audio content is 
delivered to the visitors on location at the relevant sites. The Trail is split into 3 sections: 
Holefield to Carter Bar; Kelso to Melrose; and Selkirk to Chester’s Grange – the ancestral 
home of the Ogilvie family.   

The poet spent eleven years in Australia where he is still famed for his poetry. There are 
several special events being held down under and the Trust have established links with 
Ogilvie enthusiasts in Australia. 

Although greatly respected in Australia Will didn’t get the plaudits he deserved from his own 
countrymen in his lifetime. However his legacy lives on and will do for as long as his poetry 
wings its way down the generations to all who cherish in their hearts a love like his for the 
Scottish Borderland.
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For more information please contact: 

Ann Holt:             holt625@btinternet.com                          01461 203505 
Ian Landles:    imlandles.ohawick@btinternet.com                01450 375546  
 

  


